
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 

July 12, 2026 
Pentecost 7 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
GREETING  
Leader:  The Lord Be with You. 
People: And Also with You. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
SONG OF GATHERING (Sung twice) 



 

 

 
 

MOVING FROM GETTING HERE TO BEING HERE 
 
PRELUDE     
“We know we cannot plant seeds with closed fists. To sow, we must 

open our hands.”  
–Adolfo Perez Esquivel 

 
WCALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
People: We will worship the Lord with gladness, and come before God with 

joyful songs. 
Leader:  Beloved of God, know that the Lord is God. It is God who made us, 

and we belong to God; we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s 
pasture. 

People:  We will enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s courts 
with praise, giving thanks to God and praising God’s holy name. 

Leader: For God is good and God’s love endures forever; God’s faithfulness 
continues through all generations. 

People:  Let us praise the Lord! 
 
WHYMN   



 

   



 

 

WCALL TO RECONCILIATION        
Leader: To open our hearts to God is to risk vulnerability, judgment, and 
  condemnation, both as individuals and as a community of faith. But 
  throughout the Scriptures, again and again and again, we learn that 
  God is merciful and just, slow to anger, and eager to forgive. Let us 
  then risk our confession--and acknowledge our humanity with  
  courage, honesty, and humility. Let us pray together: 
 
WPRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on a prayer by Thomas Merton)    
Lord God, we have no idea where we are going. We do not see the road 
ahead of us. We cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do we really 
know ourselves; and the fact that we think we are following your will does 
not mean that we are actually doing so. But we believe that the desire to 
please You does, in fact, please You. Open our hearts more and more, that 
we might have that desire in all that we are doing. For we know that if we 
do, You will lead us by the right road although we may know nothing about 
it. Help us, therefore, God of Love, to trust You always, empowering us to 
release our fear, including when we may seem to be lost and even when it 
seems we find ourselves in the shadow of death--for You are always with 
us, and will never leave us to face any dangers alone. We pray in Christ’s 
holy name… 
 
TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 
WASSURANCE OF GRACE        
Leader:  Even in our moments of doubt, our lack of faith, and the blindness 

which keeps us from seeing God among us, God is still at work. God 
is still healing. God is still forgiving. Even when you fail to see God, 
God still sees you. Even when you fail to love God, God still loves you. 
Beloved of God, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

People: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
W PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION #288  



 

 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the lake. Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he climbed into a boat and sat down. The whole 
crowd was standing on the shore. He said many things to them in parables: “A 
farmer went out to scatter seed. As he was scattering seed, some fell on the path, 
and birds came and ate it. Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil was 
shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. But when the 
sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had no roots. 
Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked them. 
Other seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of one hundred to 



one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to 
one. Everyone who has ears should pay attention.” “Consider then the parable of 
the farmer. Whenever people hear the word about the kingdom and don’t 
understand it, the evil one comes and carries off what was planted in their hearts. 
This is the seed that was sown on the path. As for the seed that was spread on 
rocky ground, this refers to people who hear the word and immediately receive it 
joyfully. Because they have no roots, they last for only a little while. When they 
experience distress or abuse because of the word, they immediately fall away. As 
for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this refers to those who hear 
the word, but the worries of this life and the false appeal of wealth choke the word, 
and it bears no fruit. As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those 
who hear and understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of one 
hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield 
of thirty to one.” 
Leader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to you and to the church. 
People:  Thanks be to God!

MUSICAL OFFERING 

MOMENTS WITH THE CHILDREN Vanna Ortiz 
(Children K-5 are then invited to accompany the leader to Children’s Chapel) 

 "The Seeds We Sow"        The Rev. Deb Beloved Church 

I. 
WHYMN (1x English, 1x Spanish) 

 SERMON     

Better is the End Joseph Larson



 

 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS**   (A Silence) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE              Connie Hooks 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (New Zealand Prayer Book)  
Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is 
and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is 
heaven. The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! The 
way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! Your heavenly 
will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and 
freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for 
today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In 
times of temptation and test, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, 
free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING  
 
WRESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING #398  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WHYMN  
 

 
WBENEDICTION 
 
WPOSTLUDE                                                                                                      
WTHOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND 
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