PRESBYTERIAN
C HURCH

Morning Worship
10:00 AM
September 6, 2026

PRELUDE

“The second commandment is not about thinking kind thoughts about our
neighbor or even doing nice things for our neighbor. It is a far more radical act
than that. We turn toward the spiritual life of another person and recognize that

in that person “one encounters the terrible, inspiring mystery ... [of] ... the
authentic image of God, the very incarnate icon of God in the world, a glimmer

of the mystery of the Incarnation.”
— Maria Skobtsova, “The Second Gospel Commandment”

RINGING OF THE BELLS
GREETING

Leader: The Lord Be with You.
People: And Also with You.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

SONG OF GATHERING (Sung twice)



Come to the Table of Grace
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not yours or mine.

¢CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We gather here, where God would teach us:
People: so we may be taught how to be more loving.
Leader: We gather here, where Jesus would teach us

to the ta - ble

grace.

People: the language of hope so we may speak to all.
Leader: We gather here, where the Spirit imparts wisdom,
People: so we would learn to welcome all to this Table.

$HYMN



/9  Light Dawns on a Weary World
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¢CALL TO RECONCILIATION

Leader:

All we are called to do is to love - everyone. Yet, as simple as it
sounds, by our actions and our words, we show how difficult a task it

is. Let us confess our failings as we pray together, saying,



¢PRAYER OF CONFESSION*

You do not ask much of us, Loving God- to love, to serve, to welcome. Yet
too often, it is our hardened hearts people find, when they reach out. Loving
God, forgive us. We are broken, so make us whole through the life of Christ.
We are empty of peace, so fill us with the reconciling Spirit of Christ.

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION

¢$ASSURANCE OF GRACE

Leader:  Gathered as God's people, we hear the good news: God has forgiven
us, God has made us whole, God sends us to serve.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

¢ RESPONSE OF JOY #582

Glory to God 5383

Gloria, gloria
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Glo- ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia!

Glo - 7ri-aqg glo - ri-a al - le - lu - 1ia, al - le - lu - ia!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Leader: Speak to us, living God, as you have spoken to our ancestors: through
the voices of your prophets, the breath of your Spirit, and the life of your
Son, so that we may live according to your word; through Jesus Christ
our teacher.

People: Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING (MSG) Romans 13:8-14
Don’t run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe each other. When
you love others, you complete what the law has been after all along. The law
code—don’t sleep with another person’s spouse, don’t take someone’s life, don’t
take what isn’t yours, don’t always be wanting what you don’t have, and any other
“‘don’t” you can think of —finally adds up to this: Love other people as well as you



do yourself. You can’t go wrong when you love others. When you add up
everything in the law code, the sum total is love. But make sure that you don’t get
so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-day obligations that
you lose track of the time and doze off, oblivious to God. The night is about over,
dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to what God is doing! God is putting
the finishing touches on the salvation work he began when we first believed. We
can’t afford to waste a minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours
in frivolity and indulgence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and
grabbing everything in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don't loiter and
linger, waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up
and about!

Leader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to you and to the church.

People: Thanks be to God!

MOMENTS WITH THE CHILDREN Anna Sohn

(Children K-5 are then invited to accompany the leader to Children’s Chapel)

SERMON “The Authentic Image of God” Seth Finch

JOYS AND CONCERNS** (A Silence)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Paul Powell

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Glory to God page 11)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

OFFERING



¢$RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING #608

Praise God, from Whom 608
All Blessings Flow
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more; praise Tri - une God, whom we a - dore.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
WORDS OF INVITATION & INSTITUTION

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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earth can breathe a-gain; pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

¢BENEDICTION

¢POSTLUDE
¢THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND
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